1st Sunday of Advent
Rev. Francis D. Kim

	There are four stages of life: The first stage, you believe in Santa Claus. The second stage, you don’t believe in Santa Claus. The third, you dress up as Santa Claus. And, the fourth, you look like Santa Claus.

	It’s Advent: a quiet prelude before the brightness of Christmas. Today’s celebration of the First Sunday of Advent is a reminder that there are only few weeks before Christmas. 

	Too often, our first response might be to make a list of what needs to be done for Christmas. To put twinkling lights and decorations around the house, to buy what is needed for the Christmas cooking, to shop for presents. It is easy to feel anxiety about “getting it all done.”  But, first of all, we need to pause and reflect on entering into Advent as a season with true meaning. The word ‘Advent,’ of course, means ‘coming.’ 

	In this season of Advent, we commemorate Jesus’ coming at Bethlehem two thousand years ago, and His Second Coming at the end of the world, and also His coming to our hearts and our lives. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	In this season, the Church urges us to open our hearts to believe and receive Him with faith, hope, and love. So, the readings today tells us to ‘stay awake,’ to ‘be prepared.’ Each of our readings today describes dark days: dark times for the Hebrew people and dark days for Christians. 

	In the first reading, we read the ancient readings from old Israel that speak of its longing for God’s coming. Here, the prophet Isaiah cries out on behalf of people who live in the darkness. People were waiting for Messiah for a long time. God had not forgotten His people. He promises that He is always faithful. Better days are ahead. So, stay on course, keep the faith!

	The great promises and plans of God are just for us, but we can be asleep or blind to what God is ready to do in our life. So, Jesus says in the Gospel today to “wake up and be on the watch” because we do not know the day or hour the Lord is coming to us. So, Advent is a time to wake up our spirits so that we can be aware of God’s presence in our lives.

	Advent is not a time to just wait for Christmas to happen, but a time to prepare for Christmas and the coming of Christ into our life. It is not a time simply to imitate how our parents celebrated Christmas, but to decide how we will celebrate Christmas this year in a special way. 

	But, actually, we are too busy and our minds are so occupied without even noticing we push away Jesus. Our minds are full, our calendars are packed, our expectations are low, so we are not actively looking and seeking for the coming of Christ. We may say to Jesus who wants to enter our minds, “Sorry, there is no room for you.”

	The good news of Advent is that God chose to be with us. God entered into our world and into our lives. But, the bad news is that we are often unaware of this miracle. This first Sunday of Advent is the beginning of the new Church year. Maybe it is a good time to make some spiritual resolution as we prepare for Christmas. 

	As we light the candles of this Advent wreath each week, and as their light becomes brighter each week of Advent, the light of Christ will become stronger in our life because Advent is not about the rebirth of Christ. Jesus was born once and for all in Bethlehem 2000 years ago and will not be born there again. 

	Advent is about the rebirth of our faith, the rebirth of our commitment to Christ. Do not let Him approach your life and catch you asleep. During the coming week, let us embrace a spiritual attitude, so the Season of Advent may become something special for us. 

	May Advent be a true moment of preparation for each and everyone of us in the expectation of the coming of Jesus Christ.

	Wake up! God is all around us. Wake up! We are not alone. Wake up! Don’t miss the blessings that are right here. Wake up! God is Emmanuel. He is always with us. Watch! The Savior has come, He is coming, and He will always come to us!

15t Sunday of Advent
P Frnca 0 Ko

Thor r e stago of o ot s,y bt i Sart
o T socond stage, youdon el £ Sana G, T e, you
0 5 5 S G An, et ou ook e S i,

s Adhen. o peude o th rigtnss ofCrvstrs.
oy caobrsion o the Frst Sy of Advant . romider bt hre
oy ook o s,

oo e, s s espanss migt b ok o s o
o Gt To s g s 00 cacorsions s
o, 0y ot e o 0 G cook. 15 30 o
presaes. 13 ey oo amcityahout “getngtall o But st of
e 15 b and act o etr 1 AcVt 8 e wih
W meanng. T word A, o cors, e o

i ssonof Ao, wo commercrst Jsus’ comio
Botionar v ousand yers 300 40 s Socon G o e e of
Do word, 1 o 1 0t Pt 3 ot .

i ssson,the Cuech s us 0 cpancu et o ot s
e Henwi 4. e, a0 ove 0. 10835 oy 8 s o

ey ke, b0 prore” En o roinge oy cusrons gk
o s o e sl 3nd Gk G o .

Jnthe ot e, o red h ancint redings o od e et
Speakof s g for God' o Hor, h propha o cries it
e oo wha e i e GaAress. Pacpe wrs g o

el for 2o tmo. G ad o frgfton H oo Ho prorieos
et el ey i Gty s, 5. o ncor, e

T grat ramiso and lns o G aost o s, bt wo can o
wtoo o iyt o110y 10 do 1 o o S Jom sy 1
Gospl oy o "W upand e on e k" bcause e o i
1 o o ot Lo comin 0 u. S0 Avert 3 o ke 0.
lr i 0 e can b v f God' rsence o e

Advont i ot me o st o ivisimas o agpan, bt




