The story is told of a man who glanced at the obituary column in his local newspaper. To his
surprise, he saw his own name, indication that he had just died. At first he laughed about it.
But, soon, the telephone began to ring. Stunned friends called to inquire and to offer their
sympathy.

Finally, in irritation, he called the newspaper editor and angrily reported that, even though
he had been reported dead in the obituary column, he was very much alive. The editor was
apologetic and embarrassed. Then, in a flash of inspiration, he said, “Don’t worry, sir! I'll
make it correct tomorrow. I'll put your name in the births column.”

This may sound like merely a humorous incident, but it is also a spiritual parable. You know?
Until we have allowed our old selves to be nailed to the cross and die for Christ, our new
selves cannot be born again and emerge to grow up into God’s grace.

Another story. A driver stopped to ask the way to a certain street. When told, he asked
doubtfully, “Is that the best way?” The man replied, “That’s the only way.”

That’s right. There is only way of salvation, ant that is Jesus Christ. Jesus once said, “No
one comes to the Father expect through Me.” And, St. Peter declared, “There is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” It is Jesus Christ. Jesus was
God’s appointed means of salvation. Only Christ is the way to heaven. There is only one
reason. It is the incredible love of God for us.

In the Gospel today, we hear the most beautiful twenty six words in the Bible. From the
Genesis to Revelation, from human worst tragedy to God’s greatest victory, the dramatic story
of human salvation can be summed up these twenty six beautiful words: “God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but
might have eternal life.”

There is no greater proof of God’s love for us than the sending of His only Son to become one
of us in our humanity and to lay down His life for us. But, we must respond. We must believe.
We must commit our lives to Jesus and trust Him as our Savior. Have you put your faith in
Him? If so, everlasting life is yours!

As we look at Jesus hanging on the Cross, we can realize what we have done by our own
sins of selfishness, pride, impatience, greed, or unwillingness to forgive.

Christians venerate the cross because it heals and redeems. We look at it and remember
that the grief and pain experienced by Jesus was for the sake of our salvation. God gave His
only Son out of love in order to save us. By the cross, the hurt and shame are redeemed; we
are forgiven rather than accursed; we live rather than die.

The cross upon which Christ hung was an instrument of torture and execution. It was
humiliating and terrorizing. Yet, Jesus willingly offered Himself up to its power of death so
that, in the end, death would be crushed. The innocent victim became the sovereign king.



“Because of this, God greatly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every
name.” And so, too, is the cross, the means of our salvation, exalted.

For some, the cross is seen as a sign of defeat. But, we know that Jesus was anything but
defeated, for He triumphed over even the grave. The cross to us is a sign of glory, a sign of
redemption. That is why we sign ourselves with the sign of the cross because we glory in it,
we relish it, we were saved by it.

As we celebrate the Exaltation of the Cross, we are invited to take a moment to reflect on the
great mystery of our redemption in Christ, and by doing so to understand that what was once
a symbol of death and rejection has become for all Christians a powerful symbol of God’s
abundant love. After all, there can be no life without death, no resurrection without the cross.

Jesus does indeed hang on the cross in agony and pain, but as the Gospel and, indeed, the
first reading from Numbers hinted at, “He is equally raised up as a king on a mighty throne.”
He is lifted up so that all who gaze upon Him, all who take refuge in His victory, all who
believe in Him might also experience healing and a share in His eternal life.

Today, as we look upon the cross, let us not see it as a means of death, but a holy expression

of God’s love. Let us cherish that love, live in that love, and share that love. Let us never be
embarrassed to witness to Christ and to His self-sacrificing love, for by His wounds we were
truly healed, by His cross we are offered salvation.

As we continue with the celebration of the Holy Mass, let us remember that the Son of Man
had to be lifted up so that we may obtain our salvation and eternal life through Him.



